Stafford County Republican Committee (SCRC)

Draft Endorsement Policy – Monday, June 15, 2015
1. The SCRC shall make endorsement decisions for candidates in non-partisan elections through the process outlined in this policy.

2. This policy is only in force for elections covering some, or all, of Stafford County, Virginia, for non-partisan offices, those for which the party cannot nominate a candidate.
3. Once a candidate has properly filed the required forms for ballot access by the deadline according to the applicable Candidate Bulletin, that candidate may be nominated for the SCRC endorsement.

4. To be considered for the SCRC endorsement, a candidate must be nominated and seconded by members of the SCRC in good standing through an Endorsement Nomination Form.  

a. A candidate who is a member of SCRC in good standing may nominate or second themselves.
b. The Endorsement Nomination Form shall request the same general information about the candidate as the SCRC Membership form, plus office sought.

c. The deadline for submitting an Endorsement Nomination shall be not less than one week after the candidate filing deadline.
i. In 2015, the deadline shall be set by the Executive Committee.

ii. Subsequently, the deadline shall be set by the full SCRC at the regularly scheduled March meeting (or subsequent meetings in the absence of a required quorum).
5. The Nominations Committee shall vet candidates who are properly nominated and seconded.
a. The vetting will be substantially similar to the vetting for new Members to ensure compliance with Article I of the RPV Party Plan.

b. The report of the Nominations Committee shall be for informational purposes of the SCRC endorsement process only, and shall not constitute a nomination for membership to the SCRC.
6. Questions for a Candidate Questionnaire shall be compiled by the SCRC Executive Committee for each non-partisan office to be decided in the upcoming election.  
a. The same Candidate Questionnaire will be used for each office, regardless of the Magisterial District.  (There will be one questionnaire for all School Board candidates).

b. All members of the SCRC in good standing are encouraged to submit questions for consideration.

c. The Executive Committee shall compile the list of questions and submit it to the full SCRC for amendment and approval for use in the Candidate Questionnaire.
d. The SCRC Chairman shall make the final determination on the number of questions to include in the Candidate Questionnaire, expected to be between five and ten. 

7. The SCRC Chairman, or his or her designee, shall provide a two-part questionnaire to all properly nominated and seconded candidates.

a. The questionnaire Part A shall consist of the six individual planks in the Virginia Republican Creed.  Candidates will be asked to provide a YES/NO answer on whether or not they agree with each of them.

b. The questionnaire Part B shall consist of the short list of questions approved by the full SCRC (as noted in #6).
8. Sometime after the Endorsement Nomination deadline, the candidates will be invited to a Candidate Endorsement Forum. 
a. It is preferable that this forum be held at, or in conjunction with, an SCRC meeting.

b. The Nominations Committee shall report to the SCRC membership regarding the candidates.
c. Q&A Session.

i. Candidates will be asked to give answers to both parts of the questionnaire (as noted in #7).  
ii. SCRC Members, with relevant Magisterial District members being given preference, shall be given time to ask additional questions.
9. The SCRC Membership shall vote on endorsements.
a. As nearly as possible, voting should take place immediately following the forum (as noted in #8).

b. Voting on endorsements shall be taken by the full SCRC.

c. Balloting for endorsements shall be done by Approval Balloting.
d. The candidate with the highest vote total shall receive the SCRC endorsement only if that vote total meets the requirement in (e) below.

e. A candidate must receive votes from more than 50% of those voting to receive the SCRC endorsement.

f. In the case of a tie, where multiple candidates have met the requirement in (e):

i. the endorsement runoff vote for that office, between candidates meeting the requirement in (e), shall be taken by the Magisterial District Committee.
ii. In the case of a 2nd tie from the vote detailed in (i), subsequent endorsement runoff votes shall be taken by the Magisterial District Committee through traditional balloting.

g. Endorsements shall be announced immediately, including the vote totals.
Of special note regarding endorsements and this policy:
· It is critical for all parties involved to remember that an Endorsement is not the same as a Nomination.

· A candidate who does not receive the Endorsement is not required to drop out of the election.

· Party rules allow SCRC members to campaign against a candidate who receives an SCRC Endorsement.

· Those receiving the endorsement should be able to coordinate ads, messages, etc., with other Republican endorsees and nominees.
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